DIrty somb

information

A dirty bomb, or radiological dispersion device, is a bomb that combines
conventional explosives, such as dynamite, with radioactive materials in the
form of powder or pellets. The idea behind a dirty bomb is to blast radioactive
material into the area around the explosion. This could possibly cause buildings
and people to be exposed to radioactive material. The main purpose of a dirty
bomb is to frighten people and make buildings or land unusable for a long

period of time. The primary danger from a dirty bomb would be the blast itself.
Levels created by most probable sources, not enough radiation would be present
to cause severe illness from exposure to radiation.

symptoms

Some cancers can be caused by exposure to radiation. Until doctors are able to
check people's skin with sensitive radiation detection devices, it will not be clear
whether they were exposed. Just because people are near a radioactive source
for a short time or get a small amount of radioactive material on them does not
mean that they will get cancer. Doctors will be able to assess risks after the
exposure level has been determined.

what to do

If radioactive materials were involved, keep televisions or radios tuned to local
news networks. If a radioactive material was released, people will be told where
to report for radiation monitoring and blood tests to determine whether they
were exposed to the radiation as well as what steps to take to protect their
health.

For more information, visit www.txkusa.org/health/bt.html
or call 903-798-3535. Email us: hart@texashan.org
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